ly {taced , "and. Sed for ſa-- 
ifaGion: of my lied flonds. and very 

6. EEo55 PS. Tan ea deſirous thereof. | 

i Togerber th ſome Obſervatons upon the 
A Law and its Profeſſors, Yery worthy 

© 0s a molt ſerious confidera 


Hb. (with a brief Anſwer. by way 'of Poſtſcript, 


#04 ſecret Calumny charged «pon me) are here preſent- © 


"-xcet'*0 the view and judgement of thi whale Nation : 
Which, if duly confpdered , with the ſhrot. Diſcourſe 
Sa iro hey diſcover where Hogg: ; Deals 
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K ty ities. anita ppethadions, 
und efamined by all men ; T'pur'it in writing, reart it publikely to 
_ the whole Afembly, and then gave it them, with my Hand fubſer- 
-bed thereto: unto which way annexed forhe Quieries, whereuntp T 
defired an Anfwer in yriting from M-Shidrack Simpſon their cal- 
Ieds PaHot, oh thatdiy lewen-night z' or cli that fome peher mighe 
in love, peace, and quiernels, have liberty to give anſwer thereunto, 
as myprinted Pa csteſtifie; Which'requelwiduld not be received, 
neither hath h 
unto, to this dxy-: bur in fiead of anſwering the Queſtions, he (my 
felf being not there pretent unicates me. Whereupon, with- 
intour or five days after, ] ſent hiw a Letter, in which was incloſed 
an6ther Paper, Honifying try defife r5 have him prove thoſethings 
which he calls Errour and Bla ſphery, to be [o,-and thatifrom Scri- 
Ire or Reaſon ; wherein I alto promiſed Repentance, and publike 
Þtation thereof, in caſe he ould ſo prove. them ; as alſe, my 
earneſt defire of anlwer to thole and the former Queries propoſed, 
in reference-not onely to my'own, but many others fatisfaction : one 
whereof was this, verbatim, What the true and very bell @ 


| hew of in Scripture, ani you from'Gottor Chriſt (as you ſay ) ſo. 


iſe to, und threatenthe people with : the weyy right 

and true knowledge whereof, ts of the greateſt and bigheſt con. 

cermment tobe clearly made known and diſcovered to the people, 

of all other things ; all other things bging but. as 1t were acceſ- 
(aries thereunto;therefore muſt certainly be made known to Jour, 

zf you be what you ſay you are : yet it's veny much to be feared; 

that very few of you (oh the true knowledge erther of the ons 
#r the other, but that moſt fancie both the one and the other as. 
the ph their Purgatory , and the Poets their Elizian fields, 
& abundantly manifeft.: both God and the Devil + bath Death 
axd Life, both Heaven and Hell, being very much nearer to us 
then we are aware of. Whither this be the denial of the things 
er no, I commit.to the judgement of all men.. . As alſo i1 the 26 
and 21.papes of my Book intituled Parſe» Simpſon's Excommwu- 
Mes. cocemnipniogid, where, ſoaking & the. Cryſt, you 
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* (all finde it thus > Let noe tell chew this of a tynth; and that” 
* which they ſhall aſſuredly finde one day, that extepr they break, 
| thezr »s by true ana wnſe! ned repentance. ther, ling heir” 
poerifie,theiy coveronſneſs their drm, for perſcenting they 
ſhall ra hell, aud be tormemed day and "ng t with the devils,yed' 
| and remain there until they have paid the 'ntmoſt farthing. 
- You have alſo in ſeveral other places of the faid book, both heaven 
and hell-actording to the Scripture fully afferted by. me. In my Ler- 
tir before ſpoken 6f,T wrote ©5 him-thatiF he would promile,me an- 
Kver within ſome cettain days therein prefixed(the munber whereof 
I do nor now remember ),"1 ſhould forbear to publiſh my fecond 
| Paper : which he nor doing, I then made publication thereof tothe 
world, with this Afﬀertian, That if [ proved not him gud the ro ; 
of the Clergie of England generally 2 who off out of. others or - 
ereſie and blaſphemy the greateſt degeivers.vr falſifiers of the 
truth, and blaſphemers (as themlelves call.it) i the Nation , tet 
me die the drath...1 am the fame till, - and ſhallbe ready upan 
my life to prove and make good the fame agaiglt them , whenever. 
I ſhall. in a fair and juſt way be called to jc, Which I. ſk: ak onely 
our of the foye T have unto this Nation,and the defire of ics peace.; 
which cannor be, whilltchey have any power or influence in, upons 
and over the fine : they have been, they axe the chief gcealioners of 
all the bloodſhed that hath bcen,and is yet likely tobe,in England; 
nay ip all Nations, | AE 20 


"Some fe weeks after this,I obtained a Copig of the Form of his 
Excominynication , with is Argumencs agaznſt ay Polmons ; ta. 
which Tvery ſhoitly after gaye aalwer in Print; which Dikoure I. 
tedicaced tothe Parliament. Which ſaid Book and Papers,any who 
Pefires further fatisfaRion in the things diſcourked, may have them at 
A. Giles Calvert*s Bookleller , artbe figne, of the black Spread. 


'* Car the Welt end of Pauls. Lott dt tif) s.-: om. [ 
| Not many days after this, Tho. Andrews.che Cities Lord Major, 
ad one of the faid Simpſons Society, who by his-Place and Office. 
more clpecially bound to keep, defend, an preſerve.the Laws of 
ie Nation, the Tiberties and Freedoms of. che people iaviolate.y 
$& comfaty thereunto, fignes and tends a Warrang to Sg ne 
Fte the Bench azthe Sefſions-houſe in the O!dBayly,no fa 

Fmiſdemeanour being ſpecified in the faid Warrant : the 
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| whereof was then and there |L2MP by the Lord Chief Juſtice, 
Rolls and Baron Thorp : by which a&t heis perjur'd,and ought of 
ight to give an account to, the Common-wealth for his mal-admi- 
nitration of Juſtice in this and ieveral other particulars of far higher. 
ight and concernment; which I now forbear to inſtance in. 
t my being broughr thither, there were onely theſe two Articles 
found and read againlt me, viz. That the ſoul of man i of the 
eſſence of God , and, That there #« neither heaven nor hell but 
what is here. The Lord Chief Juſtice Ro![s asked me what I faid. 
to it and whether ] Ipakethole words or ao, My anſwer was,That 
there had been diyers and ſeyeral Diſputes at my houſe about thoſe 
things ; and what my own opinion or judgement was therein,I had 
made it publike in Print, and preſented ſeveral Members of the Par- 
hament and Council of State therewith. And I farther faid, that if 
Thad faid them-yery words as they were there laid'down,yet was it 
not contrary unto, or againſt any a& of Parliament. To-which nei- 
ther the Lord Chief Jullice,nor any other of the Bench. gaye anſwer; 
bur there I Rood tome ſpace of time, whilft they fell upon other 
buſineſs. Atlength; I agsked the Lord Chief Juſtice what I ſhould 
do in the caſe, being thus like a Rogue, Murderer, or Felonforcibly 
and violently taken out of my houle,. and that, now I was brought 
ither , no breach of any Law whatſoever was found avainſt me. 
The Lord Chief Jiiſtice ff again upon other buſineſs. Whereupon, 
I asked him again what I muſt do in the caſe ; and defired that he, 
as he was Lord Chief Juſtice of Exg/and, would adviſe me. He an- 
{krered, You mult (I think) put in fecui yo anſwer it the next Seſ- 
fions. 'To which T replied, I was forcbly, fuddenly, and violently 
' takenout of my houſe, and brought hither ; and I haye no friend 
here. Whereupon, M- Recorder Stee/ very civilly replied , that 
F was very well known, and my own word was My $1 Where- 

upon, ' my own word wastaken to appear the next Seffions ; which 
I accordingly did. Then I found an Indictment drawn againſt me, 
with much addition of words, and them laid down in another form 

then Þefore , and much different from, ny true ſence and meaning 

hen”I was compelled topur in ſecurity to appear the Seſſions fo 
lowing, to anſwer to that Indiftinent. Accordingly I'did appear 

where, that morning they had appointed for.my hearing ; appeared 
allo Fudge Nicols, who, as he came not all the Seſſions before tha 
| 2 | LS morn} 
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morning, ſo he went away again 190 as he had given me.my dif A 
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patch. Icameto anſwer, I6demanded to have my proſecutors 
bound over, according to Law, to noiſy gene the ſeveral Chat 
laid down in the Indiftment 2gainft me. Which by hi Was aefuled. # 
I told him,I ſhould then make no anſwer atall.except that be would Þ 
there declare that the Bench, upon my requirigg, were not bound 
thereunto by Law. He anſwered,No. Whereupon 1 replied, and told 
hi1, How then, or of whom ſhould I expe to receive fatisfaQtion, 
for my moleſtation, injury,end charge ,. in caſe the Crimes ſhould 
not be proved aoainſt me ? His anſwer was, that it was now ih this 
caſe, as it was forinerly inthe Kings time : he that then proſecuted 
for the King, was not bound over ; neither is it neceflary that he 
who proſecutes for the State ſhould ; for-there was but onely the }' 
change of the name : before, it was in the name of the King ; and } 
now, 1n the name' of the State. Here (Gentlemen) you ha e the | 
| 


jadgement and opinion of a learned and reyerend Judge giveri upon 
the Bench at the Seffions what theNarion hath run ſo many hazards, 
ſpent ſo much treafare, loft ſo many precians lives for,made ſo many 
therlefs and widows,ſo many poor dilmembred creatures theLand 
over, onely for the change of a name. And yerily, as yet we have * 
very little, if any thing at all more ; neither indeed fhallor can we : 
have, until thoſe ſquarc-headed Benchers be diſmounted; and their 
long-tail'd retinue thrown over the Bars,and turned out of their ſe 
yeral Cloyſters and Meeting-places ; amongft whom! is lictle tobe: 1 
found.except corruption, deceit,and confuſion;their yeryFormalities, 
which they ſo much glory v7 noleſs:Square-heads'nor Longs. | 
tails neither will nor can perfe& and ſettle the Peoples of Nations * 
Rights;no,it muſt be Round-heads:for nothing is or can be petfe&, 
Ns 2 forth perfeRion, but that which is round, perfeRly round+ * 
Square: heads are fit lubjeAts. ro receive, & treaſures to'retain in their 
Quediangepoines the ſeveral forms, dictates, ſub, Pegs | 
ſophiſtical Reaſons and Atguments of the corrupteſttimes, pertons, 
and intereſts ; accordingly are their critical, uncertain , irrational, 
corrupt, falle, contraditory Judgements, Motions.and' Arguments, 
Let not themſelyes, or any other,. be offended at theſe expreſſions, in 
diſcoyery of truch, ſince the Pleaders at the ſeveral Bars; arid theſe | 
alfo upon the Benches, are notoriouſly known to be conyerlant'in 
ſuch quibbles or expreſſions, upoa mott weighty occaſions 5 to hide |; 
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* *4ad obſcure the truth,  Arethcic (tudies ſo much*to ſtudy the Law 
= fordefegce of truth, or tocontract the Law into one perfeR undiyi- 
b. undiyidable being, !pcaking one and the lame thing always 
* : like raall? | t.contrarily. their c1 reand ftudy iS OW t'make C 
Law ſpeak nulgplicities of Riddles, whereby co confqund theentire 
* union-meariag thereof, and foroſerye their own, their Lords and 
 Mafeers turn,what the Prince;State,or Clicats deſires, occafiotis and 
| Iinterelts call for, or have occaſicn to ule it in , though never 10 con- 
 traxy to, or againſt ir-ſelf as it is or ſhould be one pure fimple#Fin 
1 Rk neither looking backward norforward bureyer, & always, | 
* andinall times thelame.. How came the Law in thelate King's time 
1oloudly, toftrongly, to certainly and -undeniably to ſpeak his de- 
ſigats and intereſts (o legal, to " Rifiable, that, in the grand Caſe of 


- And allo, how many went away with him, owned his proceedings 
+  tobeaccarding ro Law and fateat Oxford in Judicatory.execuring 
| all things ina tormality of- Law ? _ Thofe who remained here, and 
*yoyned with the Parliament , they declare and judge their proceeds 
- '40gs warranable. and juſtifiable-alto; and both thele by one ant 
- thelame Law. | Some. upon putting to death the late King, deſert 
the Parliament in that particular :- Othets juftifie that allo to be Ie. 
gal and warrantable, Some ofthe Parliaments party,by thoſe with 
the King, are adjudged and condemned for Traitors : others, that 
were for.the Kizg againſtthe Parliamentare by thoſe hereadjudg- 
£d and co tor Traito1s allo ; and this Rill by one and jj 
fame. Law. I would askthem all this one fingle queſtion: Whence, 
from what , or from whom your clyes , or any. other at this time, 
* hold andderive, your Rights , Power, and Authority ? in, from, 
and bytheLaw; or i oy 26d Lcd ls 7 If in, by, and 
| - Fomthe Law; then he on they who {hall offer yiolatian to any ſe 
I eh and do ek CE Rn te Tags val : Sherok 
E- Eefar te ha eb thereof-according to TER? "Tin, 
 from,and bythe Sword onely ; then are you, and all others 16 hold- 
+ inSandderiving, accountable onely th:reunto. In, from, and by 
- hotly, you cannot hold and derive. To fay, Partly from one, and 
- panly | Hs ether, 15 inconfiſtegt, The Sward, indeed , 'as ter- 
| want to the Law., may execute its c nds ; and fo prote& the 
© Lav, which is its proper work :* bnt then you muſt firſt finde a 
> com® 
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ip-noney, bur two (as L remember) of all the Judges difſented # + » 
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command in and from the Law for the SwordsaGtiags: : if not” } 
know, ygu are compleatly under the power,diQtates,and commands.+ 
of the Word. What ule ox need then is there of any of your-fit= _ 
tings,of any of your Judgements or Judicatories? Whilſtthe Sword 
is in its Regencie, there is no room for , nay all other Laws, Com- 
mands, and Attings whatſoever , which are noc fubſcrvient unto it 
ceaſe, as being altogether inconſiſtent ; and mult be and remain lo, 
unt ir have ended its conqueſt, and the peoyle re-unired into one 
free and entire body”, for the fetling and eſtabliſhing themſelves in 
peace, ſecurity, and reſt , by ſuch Laws as themſclyes ſhall cbule« 
then is the-Sword again gives up into the Peoples power and com 
mand , having effected its right end, is tranſmitted nnto its right 
place. Its true original was from the people, for their defence in 
* their Rights aud Liberties 2 and when it hath attained that , then 
mult ir tothem be refigned ; and this is the right end and nature of . 
all rue Conquelts , and truely noble Conquerors, or rather, of all . 
true and noble Sayiours, Redeemers, or Peliveterts. And truely, 
for any man or men to conquer , that himoor themſelves nay reign - 
and rule, fit in and enjoy their Seats and Places conquered , his or 
their private and particular intereſts and accommodations , is nor 
thank-worthy ; but this, To make or give enjoyments to others « ©  * 
* andthis , atleaft inform and ſhew , hath/been the praftice of all 
uerors , of which this Nation hath had manifeſt experience : 
No ſooner hath any conqueſt been made by any, but the Conqueror 
calls a Parliament , ſummons the people to chuſe themſelves Laws ; 
though their ends haye been to ſettle themlelyes.” Was 
Here,Gentlemen, you may ſee who or what hath been, next xo the 
Clergic, the greateſt cauſe of England's mileries. The Clergic hath 
preached us into blood, and hath brought Gofpel for juttification - 
of cach party ; and the other Long-Rob'd Gentlemen , they have 
pleaded and;argued us into blood.and.ad judged cach parties ations. - 
and proceedings legal 2. and by them of each papa _ | 
been condemned by one and the ſame Law. both Clergic 
and Lawyer can make their Cameleon fhewanycolour. How then 
wethe People can expet peace andettiement whilft:either of 'helf 
wo generations remain amonght us; is to me a Paradox. OILS 
I would nothere be taken toc or contlemn every particular 
Gentleman of either Calling -or Profcfizon-:--for I know of —_ 
| at. 
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* that arexruely honourable, for ls fiacerity of. their affeions tothe 
* , Nations Rights and Priyiledges, irs peace and proſperity ; Wreſpet 
* © towhich.they arewilling not onely tofacrifice theirPlaces,Callings, 
and Profeſſions, but theit Lives alſo :. Bur ſpeak as to that Prin- 
 ciple whichreigns in andguides the moſt or generality'of them, who 
have ever been found'to tranlgrels for a morlel of bread; and whom 
if I prove not to be the greatelt traicors and enemies to this Com- 
- ryonwealth in the Nation, (if to fubyert and pervert the Laws of the 
Nanon be the greateſt Treaſon, as it in many Parliaments hath been 
adjudged ; orthat(according to that undeniably-true and general- 
ly-received' Maxime)it be granted,that Sale popali ſuprema Lex, 
that the higheſt, ſupremelt Law of Laws, and ſoend of all Lay, is 
the Peoples ſafety) orif thoſe two Judges died jultly, whole fat 
andexccution,for their brethren the Judges ſakes,are ftill kepr in re- 
membrance,in that place at Weſtminſter where the King and Lords , 
uſed tofit in the time of Parliaments by the Wool-facks.che Judges 
feats, when called in for their counſel, as a continual Monitor unro 
them, and all that ſucceed themfor eyer : I lay, if Iproye it not, 
then let me die che death, as I juſtly deſerye,ſhould I not make good 
this my Charge againſt them, which Iam and ſhall be ready to do, 
at any time,before a competent Judge & Juty. And;to fay therruth, 
the higheſt creaſon muſt needs ariſe from the breach of the higheſt 
trult. Now then,he or they to whom the Law, with the adminiftra- 
tion thereof, is intruſted, have undoubtedly the higheſt and greateſt 
truſt : forit, namely the Law, is of the higheſt and greateſt concern- 
rent to all and eyery particular perſon in the Nation, of any or all 
other things: there is a ſacrednet in ir, -and it ought to be kept fa- 
cred and inviolate by eyery one of us , upon the higheſt penalties ; 
it being that, and that onely, which without and in ſicad of Caftles, 
Bulworks, Forts, and Towers, keeps, preſerves, and maintains the 
whole Nation or Peop'e,not onely in a joynt union and:commmhion 
one with-another, bur alſoall od eyery one in their ſeveral and par- 
ticular Rights and Libertics'in peace and ſecurity. - And this,Gen- 
tlemen, my brethren of this Nation, is our Law ; which had our 
Judges and their dependencies kept pure and inviolate ; had th 
fully, plainly, and ſtoutly cleared and maintaiged, according to their 
-Qarhes, Places,and Trafts repoſed in them, theſe Wars mult of ne- 
ceflity haye been preyented, And-if we yet could by any means ob- 
: tan 
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in che xa JA mentioned , we mi 
nor be done, wntil theſe men, with their appendizes, be undo, * | 

© Tfhalf now, after this long digreſfion made for the Nations' 
fake 2nd cauſe, ( whichT hope pleads me juſtly excuſed) return to 
the proſecution of my Relation. _ 

My next reply wo Judge Nicols was, that in caſe he would there 
in open Court declare that it was a legal and juſt proceeding, not 
(as is before expreſſed) to have my proſecutors bound over ro make: 
good the Indi t againſt me, I would then proceed to anſwer 
the Charge. He anſwered, It was legal. Then I did proceed, and 
ſpake to the Indiftment it fef, which runs thus: That Robert 
Norwood;berng one moſ# monſtrom in his opinions looſe;wicked, 
and abominable in hu prattices, not onely tothe notovions cor- 
rupting and diſordering , but even to the diſſolution of all hu- 
wane ſociety. rejeiting the uſe of any Goſpel-Ordinances, Doth 
deyy the neceſſity of c1vil and moral r1ghteonſneſs among ſimu. 
To which tings when 1 came to ſpeak , and declare in open Court” 
to'the'peopke;; thiat if any man or men could prove theſe things a-' 
oainſt me; I'was willing not onely to ſuffer impriſonment, bur death' 
alſo; I'was anſwered from the Bench., That that was no part of 
my Charge, but it was onely as a Preamble. Then IT am ſare.it 
was 2 molt ſcandalous Inditment , or an Indidtnent drawn moſt” 
ſ{candaloufly ; which: is'contraryto our Law, and for which; he 


whodrew the ſame is accountable to the Law's and for what-end' . 


ir'was , except to nrake me odious to the people, or to pick mens 
pockets, or both. I know not. 
Whea T came to the'ſeyeral things in the Tndiftmeny,which wete 
a'nttmber of words put rogether', to whiatend'or _ know! 
not; except to make me (as T faid before) more odious'to the pes? 
ple”; there being but One thing in the whiole Indidtnvent}'confifitng” 
of Thirteen ſheets and a half;colourably'cotning withirt the'compais' 
of the Act or Law by which 1 was tried”, called fv At aguinſt* 
ſeveral atbeifficat 'blaſphrnrons, and extcrable Opimur, whic 
is) thacTſhodl# fay ,"a5-it is laid down in one part of 'the' Tadift” 
met; that rh+re 2-00 awry ſachthing arthe yeoptienll bell and 
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la [106] | 
wither hell nor damnation, Neicher of which, were my opinion - 
ſuch, is condemned by that AR ,-which condemns ſuch onely who. 
deny both heaven and hell , both ſalyation and damnatiqn ; and 
this mult be teſtified to be avowedly done, and that by twowit- 
nefles,” as is expreſly laid down in that Act, Now my Charge in 
; the Indiftment, at moſt.is onely for ſaying there ir neither hell nor 
Aamnation, or ſuch a hell and damaation as the people imagine ; 
and this is teſtified but by one witnels ; which alſo was (| in 
Dilcowrſe,or Ditpute , therefore could nor, upon a rational and juſt 
account, be ſaid to be avowedly ; eſpecially, my Book and Papers, 
atteſted with my own hand fully ſpeaking my owning and acknow- 
ledging both heaven and hell, both talyation and damnation; which. 
T offered to giveas evidence, but it would not be received. And 
the Law. always ought to be interpreted in the beſt ſence, .to the 
moſt advantage ; and not. inthe worſt ſence, or tothe moſt and * 
greateſt diſadyantage to the. party accuſed. So that you guy here . 
ice what ground was for cither Judge or Jury to finde me 
guilty. Ler all men take, and lay my Charge in the IndiAtment to 
their own Rule, without ſhewing me the leaft fayour , or being in 
the leaſt cictle partial , and ſee and judge what agrei there is 
between them ; how or wherein any thing charged upon-me in that. 
Inditment , is condemned or adjudged by that At or Rule. Yet 
{ce the cloſe combination between the Clergie and the other Gen= 
flemen of the Long-Robe, together with the chief Judge. at the 
Seſſions, the preſent Lord Maior Andrews. Stdrack, Simpſon his 
called-Paſtor excommunicates me ; but as yet hath not, either to 
the world, or my {elf;given an account of that aRjon, nar proved 
the things afferted by me ſuch as he condemns them forno,he dares 
not that his dings nts betried and examined ; neirher himſelf, 
nor the reſt of his brethren,dare come unto the light - why ? hoon, 
their deeds and doctrines arc evil : Truth never ſhuns rhe light, but 
readily comes to the Teſt and trial. He having excommunicated 
me, Andrews gets me to the Sefſions-houſe , being ( as I faid be= 
fore) chief Judge there. The Clergie ply ic hard, to get me curned 
. out of the High Court of Jultice,that I might not have any ſhadow 
of honour, , or proteRtion fromthe _ Parſon Caryl\ 
name / to whom I ſent one of Pups for ayers 6,9 
of. what paſſed beryeen him, his brother Owe, and Ss 0: 
& | ore 
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fore his Excellencie he Lord Genet Cromwel , but from noke 
of them ever did I'reccive any.anſver : onely Cary meeting of me, 
told me he wondered the Parliament continue me in that 
Court. - To which I anſwered, I neyer was a diſhonour to the Na- 
tion. nor_eyer did any thing unworthy a Gentleman. And 1 
would have him and all men know., that it's neither Names nor 
Places will make me or any man the leſs or the more honourable ; 
no, it is the inward power or ſpiritaQing ir ſelf forth in truely ho- 
nourable and noble aCtings , that makes or gives thoſe detiomina- 
tions: it's pot Names tha makes or gives the Things ; but it's 
Things that gives or makes the Names. NES cn rage 
Upon: my being indifted ar the Seffions ,- Alderman Eftwick, 
moved that I might be rurned out of the Court, though yer 'no 
crime was found or proved againſt me. If nor Juftice, yet Wit- 
dom and Diſcretion would have led him to have forborn ſuch a 
motion z - until ſome crime worthy thereof had- been proved againſt 
me: He knows very well , that many times'an innocent and*cuilt- 
leſs perion is indited, yea, and condemned too, when the nocent 
and guilty goes free : He needed gono further for a prefident or ex- 
ample, then þ mſelf and the Lord Maior ; which in due time ſhall 
be made appear to the world ; both of them deſerving to be in- 
dicted upon a: far higher account then an errour in judgement; 
which yet alſo remains to be proved tuch. tu h 
Upon this motion , and perhaps the inftigation of one or two 
more , without the conſent, yote, order, or defire of the Court, the 
Attorney-General makes a motion in the Houſe for my diſcharge 
from that Place. What juſt ground or cauſe he had for it, I leaye 
the world to judge ; as alfo, if he had not juſt ground and cauſe 
ſotodo, whether he did not therein notoriouſly abuſe the Houſe. 
" The Attorney-General , and fome other of the Long-Robe-Ben- 
chers , taking thernſelves ( as ſome of themſelves were pleated to 
ſpeak ) to be often affronted by me, elpecially in the:caſe of Sir 
Job Stowel, firit, in that I told the Atrurney-General ir was not 
t for him publikely rothreaten that Court, co which , in that. ca-' 
pacity , be was but a ſervant : and then, when the Court was in 
argument concerning the bufinels of the ſaid Sir Foh» Stowe! , the' 
afrreſaid Judge Nicols, contrary to the Orders of the Court; took 
me up very angerly, becauſe I ſaid —_ the Nation ſo well, _ 
X | 2 ® 


ſo his 


ſo blunt an Argument, he told me exprefly. be would endure no 
ſuch words : yet was not he Prefidear of the Court,neither had he in 
the leaſt more priviledge of yore or - eg then my ſelf. Some 
other words paſſed , which 1 ſhall forbear to report. 

This Judge Nicols, as I faid before, comes now down on pure 
pole to be my Judge. © 34 
© Here lies the ſum of the whole matter : Simpſon excommuni- 
cates me , butas yet hath proved nothing worthy of blame againſt 
me , much leſs of ſuch a Cenſure ; gives no account, either tome; - 
or tothe world, of this aRion. The Lord Maior Andrews gers 
me indited at the Sefſions-houſe, . ſends an illegal Warrant for me, 
decared fo by Judge Rolls and Baron Thorp, upon the Bench at 
the Seſſions , executes the ſaid Warrant by a hired Conſtable, one 
of no worth, by whom I was forcibly taken out of my houſe, and 
carried to the Seſſions, Eftwick (perhaps ſmelling that I was ac- 
quainted with and rook notice of fomething he mult give an ac- 
count of) moyes my ejetment out of the High-Court of Juſtice. 
The Attorney-General glad thereof , receives the motion , though 
without order or direQtion from the Court , and moves the Houſe * 
the Houſe receives the motion, coming from one of their own Mem- 
bers , he being alſo in great truft for the management of bufineis 
for that Court , and gives me a diſcharge. _ - 

Now comes the laft game to be- plaid , and that is, by ſome 
means or other , if poſſible , to faften ſomething upon me that 
ſhould render or ok appear to the whole world ; that I juſt! 
deſeryed all theſe. things . elfe it mult lie as a-bloc upon-them al 
for a :, "Therefore muſt Judge Necols be ſent down to'do- the 
work. | 

Now let allthe Nation be judge in the caſe ; I will befilent : if 
I havetranſgrefs'd the Layy, let me not be ſpared , but let the Law 
be; executed in its rigour ; I beg po favour. But-in caſe Thad faid 
ex held ſome ſuch thing in diſcourſe, or byyway of diſputation, 

ED that 
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- ahar ARcond oy 
- that Atcondemas, a5 the Witneſſes 
. taken and received for an ayowed aQ, 'rather then that which I | 
haye atteſted under my Hand, dedicated and preſented to the high-- 


On, and interpretation of. the AR, and an unheard 


or if men muſt be called to account an 
tation is either affirmed or denied , the Univerfities and Schools of 
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eſt Judicatory in the Nation, which, as I aid before, I offered as 
teſtimony, but it was refuſed ? This isa ſtrange Ws conſtru&i- 
-9 


x Judgemenr 

upon a mans avowed Principles. : | 
T further told the Court, that if oy Rar were not allowed, 
judged for what in Diſpu- 


Learning muſt be ſhut.up, and all mens mouthes Ropped : for, in 
all Diſputes, there muſt be the Negative and the Affirmative , Dijt- 
utes being ſtill of Contraries. And verily, this is no other then to- 
þinde men up according to the Laws of the Biſhop of Rowe , and 
our former Biſhops here, to their Faith. and Belief ; which is con- 
trary. to what the Parliament hath conſtantly held forth to the 
people in their ſeyeral Votes and Declarations! ; that. Act being in- 
tended ptincipally, if not onely , againſt the carnal and fleſbly a&- 
ings of corrupt and beltial men. Bur, if Imiſtakenot, as I haye- 
formerly publiſhed , the true knowledge of God and of the De- 
vil, of Hell and Heaven, of Salvation and Condemnation or Dam- 
nation , is of the higheſt concernment to. be truely known, 'and 
rightly underſtood , of any other thing ; theſe being , or ar leaſt 
wiſe are made to be, the yery end of all the Religion, Praying, 
Preaching » and all things elſe of that nature : therefore doubtleſs: 
men may not reaſonably be debarred from ſearching for or after the 
knowledge of that upon which the All of man depends. Men 
have as little reaſon. to truſt the Clergie now, as thoſe in Chrift's 
time had totrult the Scribes and Phariſees : as they were adviſed 
not to truſt them , ſo, ſay 1, it's good not totruft too much to thele, . 
leſt the blinde leading the blinde, both fall into the. ditch. And 
verily , if they cannot tell us truely what: either: of 'them be, or 
wherein, whereby , or wherewith they confilt, ſubfiſt; and exiſt , 
they may as well lead us to hell as to heayen , into condemnation 
or damnation, as well as into falyation ; to the Devil, as well as to 
God. This Iam ſure of , that moſt of their Preachings and Pra- 
Rices are fromthe devil, if the Scriptures ſpeak truth z and there- 
fore mult needs lead thither ;. what clic means the bleating of thoſe 
| many. 
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=_ 3 ThE LEN 
* © mary poor Ewes and Lambs left fatherlefs through your inſtigs- 
* _ "tionsand Poe ? 'Haye you not, amonglt you. preached three 
-Natioas ito blood ? Can you; now you have kindfed this fire 
front hell ; whick'is like to deyour and conſume all,can you (1 fay) 
by your Preachings quench itagain ? You may ſee it's true what 
youuy faith. Behold, how preat a thing 4 little fire kindlerh 1 
. Simpſon. you ſee your (elf, and all men way lee ir, in this mat- 
ter, what inconveniences you have put the State and many others 
upon ; and you your ſelf know your {elf to be the occalioner of it's 
and ſhould nor a ſpirit of more meeknels and moderation appear 
in thoſe-that are perſecuted , then in their perſecutors , a ney fire, 
or freſb flame, would prelently lay hold upon the Nacion, I have 
done with you for this time. LS v; 
Then I told the Court likewiſe, that it was an eafie matter to be 
miſtaken. orto be traduced in a mans words , eſpecially in Argus  , 
ment or Nitputation ;' and it was a very cafie marter to doitby any ' 
man in his Pulpit; - he might take one part of his ſpeech , and not 
I told the Court alſo, that if I did ſpeak the words in the fence 
they underſtood them , I did there unſay them again. Yer there- 
in 1-defired 1 might nor be-miftaken :: for as I accounted it-my ho- 
nour to deſert an Errour, 1oIdid alſo account it my honour not to 
56 pA - neither ſhoutd 1, were I preſently to'die in 
ace. | | 
ber laid, I never did, neither do I now deny the things ; but 
do here; inthe preſence of the Court, and all the people , ' acknow- 


And Lturther-told the Court, that if any man accuſed for He- 
refie and an Hererick, even in the hotteſt of perſecutions in Queen 
 Alaries days; yer if atthe Sake, or any time before, he made his 
Recantation, he.was acquitted, diſcharged: and delivered. And'I 
did there ſolemnly declare, thar I held and'owned both heaven and 
hell, both falyation and damnation : bur all this would not ſerve 
turn ; I muſt to New. gate, thereto be kept priloner for fix'mouths, 


without Bay! or Mainprite. 


I have concluded my Relation, and give all the world to know, I 
am not at efmity with,nor bear I eyil will unto or againſt any perſon 
my . | = i 
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in the Nation. I know .... im his proper work , and that” 
all and every one, yea a# things (as it is written) ſpall work toge- 
ther for good, therefoream I not offended atany, © And becauie 
1.loye the Nation, therefore would I that the Natjon might be fa- 
; ved: ircannoc be ſaved but in righteouſneſs : For as all things that 
are made and created, mult be faved by him that made and created 
them ; ſoallo mult they be. ſaved in that way or word , in or by 
which they were made and created; ard thatis. in righteouinels;. - 
which, Way or Word is Chrift the Righteouſneſs, -or Chriſt the 
Wiſdom of the Father : for Wildoms works or goings forth are all” 
in righteouſneſs. or what is-done or brought forth in righteoutheſs, 
isthe work of wiſdom , or wiſdoms workings, in which and by 
which the worlds were made , as is fully aſſerted and inſerted by 
and in the Scriptures. All and every unrizhteoulnels is fin, as the 
Scriptures alſo.ceſtifie ; and all-in is weakneſs : and therefore, as - 
it is yrrirten, ſin or weaknels certainly bringech forth death. Every. 
departure from Light, is Darknels ; every departure from Strength,. 
is, Weakneſs; every departure from Life, is Death : according to 
the ſeveral meaſures.or degrees of their departure or ſeparation, fo 
much.are they wrapped, infolded, involyed, or ſealed up in their, 
contraries ; though all rhete Names fignifie but 'one and the fame. 
Thing. And verily,.nothing is truely righteous, will or can work. 
righteouſneſs perteAtly, but Love , Love in truth : Names , and 
Shews, and Forms, will not do it; but Loye in Life, Love-in Pow- 
er; The reaſon is:, nothing is truely wiſe but it ; and it's better 
then Wiſdom, or it's Wiſdoms excellencie ; or the excellencie of 
Wiſdom is Love : and therefore faith Chriſt of himſelt , Behold, a 
wiſer then Solomon is here : Hence Chriſt is ſaid to come out of + 
the beſome of the Father, becauſe he is the Father's Love, or the 
love of, or rather in the Father : And hence is he faid to be the £4- 
wour of the world. becaute nothing bur loye either will 'or.can {a - 
it,- becauſe nothing elle can in truth work righteoutneſs but it ; no- 
thing elſe being truely righteous , or righteouſne(s in truth, but ir. 
Brethren be not deceived ; it's not the ſufferings, it's notthe blood, 
ir'snot the death of Chriſt lain at Feruſaltm, will fave you}, as. 
witneſſeth the Scriprures ': this- is the Saviour 'or. Salyation, that 
pn ogy; God ſent into the world : therefore when he comes, 
c brings this Command with him, namely ,' Love one — | 
| A 


- 


ER. 4 100}; ys 
- _ 'apdaith, asthetruth is, that under that is comprehendet all. And 


ou mult know God, or Chriſt ; and his Commands are himſelf. 
Now [ fay; as before. it hath, been ſaid, that Light.or Truth is come | 
intathe world, or hath received its reſurreQion, though nor as yer 
its aſcenſion in and. over the world'-: but as men thea did , fomen 
now do, love dxrkneſs more then I1ght , why ? becanſe their 
deeds are evil , and the therefore z the condemnation. Bre-- 
thren, it's undeniably true, that. he which doth , or that which is 
Truth, willingly and readily comes unco- the light , ar leaft, if ir 
may have libeity ſa todo :. And on the contrary. it is as certain, 
that he which doth, or that which is evil. as muchayoids and (huns 
the light. Brethren , the days of your ignorance God hath hi- 
therto winked at, but now be willeth that all men 
to the knowledge of the truth ©. Wherefore, Brerhren, let me in, 
loye, in-the bowels of loye , of mercy.and compaſſion, intreat and 
beſeech you. And I do earneſtly intreat you all of and-in the Nas 


© tion , of all ranks, qualities, ſtates, and conditions ; you of the 


Clergie,, youthe profeſſors of the Law, I beſeech you again and, 
again ,. to conlider,, All unrighteouinets is {in., all fin is weaknels, 

weaknels bringeth forth death .; Why, O why:then will you-die ? 

Behold ,. death lics at. che yery door of this Nation. Confider', is: 
any thin called for but your unrighteouſnels, which will certainly 

be your death. ?. What is.it you are to part with? is it any thing 

but tRat which will evidently. and eminently be-your: deſtruction ? 
Conſider , all things myſt die, mult paſs away, but Love, but Cha-- 
rity ; and they, or that, abides- for; ever ; "that is God, 'that is 
Chriſt; two whom orto which when the whole man: is. in the ſame 
Loye ſubjected and-unired., then indeed. is-it properly faid robe 1a- 

" ved, or to be in a condition of falyation, when that true light: 
which-is life, or life, which.is light, that wiſdom which is pure and 


unſpotted of. the world, free from all fleſh and fleſhlinefs, yer living: 


in fleſh, but not fleſh. ;_ that is, he or-ic which-is norrouched with 
Humanity, eveathe alohe-wiſdom. of the eternal Deity .in himſelf ; 


which when he or it ſhall afile in his or its own pure light; life, and 
ſtrength.in us, and.we in the fight of theJovelineſs, beauty, and ex-- 


. . z 


then, from thence , in the light, life, power,.and-firength theres - 7 
a 


ſhould come _ 


C bf ES | . 1 | ; A 
cellencie thereof, are, in our ielves , in ourearrhly,ſetfifſh, fleſhly; 
carnal, or, worldlinels.,, ſubjeRed: and united: in- love: thoratut®” > 
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| ſhall we at in the Righteodfacks of, or rather, in Loye unto 
All. | 
| Vetily, I cannot but abhor the DoAtrine and Principles of moſt 
| Chriſtians ; and 1 profeſs before all the world, they are Principles 
| and Dodtrines of deyils, and the very bane of or unto-all Godlj- 
neſs and Horeſty , wholly deſtructive to the true Scripture, which 
j hath and muſt have its union with, and fo irs life, ſubfiftence , ex 
Rence, and conſfiſtence in the iight and truth it ſelf ; the very form, 
Thadoy, or outfide of things, being ſer up, worſhipped, adored, re- 
ceived, trufted unto, and reſted in, in Read of the light, lite, 
power,and truth it ſelf. - I will give you a very late exa mple Or pre= 
tident, (juſt now brought ro my hand by an honeſt Gentleman ) 
which was of an Officer belonging to the Exciſe-Office Loxdow, 
who having wickedly forlworn himſelf ,, and being reproved for it, 
readily replied, that Chriſt died for perjured perlons. And, to fay 
the yery truth, it is that we all-wipe our mouthes, with :- We.fn by 
nd! fu, by injuſtice , by deceit, or by other carnal, fleſhly, ſen- 
ſual, and deviliſh aRings : why Chriſt died for fingers ; we = all , 
upon the back of a- poor weak man like our ſclyes, dying at Feru- 
ſalem : and thisallo the Clergie- ( when men are upon their deaths 
beds ) "y into their mouthes, with ſome of their bread and;yine 
perhaps alfo ; and then all's well, they mult to heayen withour-dif- 
pute. O Rome, Rome, Rome ! I 

yy dear Country-men, you of this Nation, I ſpeak unto;you 

all ; (0) 


he. 


r whom,and whole true and real peace and happineſs, I could 

God is my witneſs, from my very ſoul'I ſpeak it) with ihuch more 
cheartulneſs and readineſs of ſpirit be offered, up a ſacrifice in the 
fire, then to, be freed and delivered from my preſent bonds and 
impriſonment : O that 1 could deliyer you from the preſent , and 
thoſe future ſorer evils that are coming upon you, except xepen- 
tance indeed prevents them ! ; Brethren, you may cafily-lce whtre 
your ſalvation lies , who or what your falyation is : There, is. ap 
falyation bur in union with Light and Life ; no falyation . but in 
Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs and Wiſdom of the Father ; wherefore, 
in 1ſasah he is called the #onderful Connſeller,and fo the Prince 
.. | of peace, whoſe Kingdom mult beeftabliſhed with judgement and 
' | juftice: Heis thereallo called The mighty God, and The ever- 
* | laſting Father. In Iſai. 42.6, & have ( faiththe text) yy 
thee 


: - (2381. - | 
thee iti righteouſneſs : Sothat you ſee there is no peace, no falya- 
tion, no reſt, but. in Union ; no Union ,. but in Righteouſneſs ; no 
Righteouſneſs, butin Love 3 your inward or inmoſt falyation lieth 


here, and your outward,utmolt or outmoſt falyarion' lieth here alt. 


If the outmoſt figures ftand and hold. in Unjon & Communion each 
with other,according to,and in proportion with the inmoſt light and 
life,receiving their ſtrength and ſubſiſtence from thence;then-are they 
ſafe,or fayed. Thus One operating into Three, and Three operating 
again into One, is the life of all and every one ; which ſpeaks the 
wildom, love, and righteouinefs of or in the Father , which is the 
onely and alone Sayiour or Salyation, and that is Union, He who 


died at Feruſalem, I fay, my brethren, is not the Chriſt, is not the 


Saviour the Scriptures point you unto : Ideny not but that he or 
that whichis the life and light , and fo the Saviour of the world, 
abode or dwelt in, and manifeſted it ſelf with, by, and thorow that 
veil of fleſi, the Anointing or Anointed of the Father ; and that he 
was the anointed above he fellows : And irmuſtbe the very ſame 
Anointing thatmuſt fave you: Know you not that Chriſt is 1* 
708, except you be my ates *' thatis, as it in the firftEpiſtle to 
the Corinthians, as he is of God made unto us his power and 
wiſdom, and his wiſdom and righteouſneſs. Chrift m_ or after the 
feſh , in his particular form, cannot be in any man# in and after 
the Spirit.in the loye, wiſdom and righteouſneſs of the Father, he is 
and rpay be:ſo that this muſt be your eye-ſalye,your meat and your 


-drinkwhichyou muſt be made partakers of, have fellowſhip and 
communion with, even the pure Virgin-Spirit , which hath not, 
neither can it defile ir felf with women , with fleſhly or earthly 


weakneſſes; and not his corporeal fleſh and blood : tor confider, 
That which you cannot participate of, that can you nor be ſaved 
: 'Can you eat his flefh;, and'qrink his blood ? ,Cquld you, 
*could bur feed and refrefh'the fleſh! and blood: for nothing 

can feed or refreſh that which is not of the ſame nitare'and effegce 
with it (elf, In all Unions, there is. neceffarily required" oneneſs or 
fxmeneſs : then needs muſt it be meant of a more neer inviſible na- 
ture and effence which: we are'to be made” partakets of: And.as 
cecamotbe takenin x lireral fence,according th the outward 

form of fleſh ; for, as its hid, his words are ſpirit aud life - fo of 
ncceffiry muftali the other rexrs in Scriptare cohercntro thasſpexk- 
; ing 
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ing of his qutward form MY all things relating thereunto, 


be taken in reference to an inward inviſible power,nature, & eſſence. 
. And indeed, we all who will livein the life of the Spiric, muſt 
be ſlain in, roor afterthe fleſh , the life of the fleſh muſt be totally 
extinguiſhed, before we ſhall or can live the pure Virgin-life of or 
inthe Spiriz. © Brechren, confider -and know. that the whole Scri- 
prure, yea the whole Creation. is bur a dark Myſtery, Riddle, Pa- 
rable, ar Sealed Book unto us , untilthe Spirit of light from God 
n, unfold, unriddle, or unſcal the ſame. ' 

I having much exceeded what T intended , in this laſt and ſome 
other diſcourſes occaſionally falling in with this Relation of the 
ſtate of my Caſe, mult neceſſarily break off yery abruptly, haying 
onely leaſure to ſubtcribe my {elt, | 


The Aſations 


Faithful and truely-real friend' and ſeryant, © + 
in and -under the higheſt * . 
and ſupremeſt law of Love, 
unto death tobe commanded, 


y Eng = 


| Posrscairer. 
| Nderſt anding that it is by divers vepuweied: that 7 
| ſhould carry on ſome privme or par ticular deſigns, 1 
=" thoweht it convenient, both in reſpet# to m fel and 
all others, to make vhes wh ſolemn Proveftxtion, in #1: firbn of 
God, and all wy, That 1 im; ant ever have been, _— 

Sh ed from 


__ [a6] : 

om deſigning , or: joyning with defigners , that 1 have con- 
yer ly Ielined all nn Fraaw yr temptations from men 
in or of that way. Tet, according to that linle ſpark of wiſ- 
dom and light in me, have I been made willing and ready to 
embrace and receive every Truth made known to me, in 
and from whomfoever # hath appeared , withomt reſpe to 
perſons, 67 minding my particular outward advantage or dif- 
advantages therein, or thereby : which muſt and will be ac- 
knowledged and ſubſcribed to by all that know me ,, and this 
in peace and love : My voice bath not been lifted up, nor 
my cry ever heard in the ftreets, In the late King's time, 
my temptations were not little , nor ſolicitations few , with 
offers ſutable, and far exceeding what npon any account could 
be thought of by me , would I but bave complied with, or but 
ſate ſilent in veference to the Intereſts then tp All that 
know me, know-me to be very free, plain, and open, almoſt to 
all men : 1 was plain in the King's time, plain with him 
and his Conncil at the then- Council-Board ; by whom, and 
far my non-compliance with his illegal, unjuſt, deſtrutttve_- 
proceedings to Himſelf and the Nation or Commonwealth, 
my ſufferings were not ſmall nor inconſiderable. In the late 
Earl of Eſlex hu time,I had the like ſolicitations for acom- 
pliance with them then intheir plottings, complottings, and 
coumterplottings : I was then by them threatned alſo for op= 
Pk in intereſt then on foot 5, though then I did 


nothing but in the publike view of all men + 1 dealt plainly 
with i ufc a a + I wſually, as in other things, ſo inthis, 
declared my (elf , that 1 would not be guilty of ſo great an 
abſurdity and ridiculouſneſs, a: to (ay, when 1 fought againſt 
ihe King's CArmy , 1 fought not againſt the King , when 
he was inthe head of tt, and they Commiſcioned y, him. I 
have not, from the beginning of theſe times waned the coun- 
ſel of many, and they no Jende r or weak S1atiſts or Polititians. 

| in 


a 
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ples thereof + I have ever auſwered, Honeſty ſights Policy z 
and that 1 ever accounted plain honeſty the beſt of policies. 
Neither ever conld 1, or fball I, by all the Polititians in the— 


world, be beaten ont of that Maxime, To me it's moſt [afe | 
and ſure : for what is attained by Policie , muſt be kept by | 


Policie, Force, or both, in both which ( beſides the various 
perplexing courſes,countercourſes the ſpirit of man muſt run, 
att or be atted in , the continual cares and fears that pu{[eſs, 
and ſo diſpoſſeſs, not on:ly themſelves, but others, of all true 
and real enjoyments ; and to the ſecuring whereof, nothing, 
216 relations, n0 conditions may or mu## be ſpared ) there is, 
neither can there be any thing but uncertainty of and in the- 
end': andihis truely and properly & the Devil , or that De- 
ceiver in Man. Politicks and Deſigners ever run in a ve- 
trograde motion unto Gid or Truth : therefore can there be 


no reib or peace, no certainty of flability. Where there i not ' 


4 irue and certain Foundation, there cann be a firm, ſtable, 
and laſting ſtructure. Tt hath been often told me by a Gen- 
tleman known to and cover [ant with moZt of the attors and 
plotters of theſe times , and i pretty well read in Politicks, 
Thar I had always luck to rife of the right fide. My 
anſwer ſtill wes, Would he be honeſt, he would do ſo 


too. T never did, neither will I ever do agy thing that re- * 
lates to the Publike , but what I care not who ſees and knows. | 
So far am 1 from a Deſigner , that I could willingly carry all | 
my attings,deſegnings, and plettings,upon my forehead, plain, 


open, and evident, to be ſeen and read by all men, of all ſorts, 


foaes, or parties whatſorver. Nay, I do,and ever did account | 
it mach belowe a truely worthy, noble, and ingenuons ſpirit, | 
20 aff, or be acted in, with, or by any deſignes or defegner 


mhatſoever.. 1t's ſaid, That every wiſe man 


C21] þ, 
in account of the world , as to the carriage and ordering of | 
my ſelf and affairs according to. the Maximes and Pr inci- 


ſers 


* 


U 
J 
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{his end: T ſay tos, Tf his end be troe;/and that his end 
- ad way be one and the ſame, elſe he is not a wiſe 
; man, or a@Rs not in wiſdom. Tf that 7 wonld have, de- 
- fire or ſeth, br juſt and vieht, I neither care nor fear who 
" fees or knows it: TI muſt and will [ay , Whatſoever man or 
mer. judge me 4 Plotter or D-(irner , they are themſelves 
- deeply guilty , and from that gwilt . ifes that his ſuſpicion. 
' » He who flands firm in himſelf,wheſe deeds and afings have 
been and are in uh, fears not the greateſt or ſwddeneſf 1p- 
proaches of the high:ft light." 1w1ill givethem and all men 
theſe two Reaſons, which may flrong ly indince them 10 believe 
the comrary, Firſt, 1 never did , neither do I defire - 
Greatnefs in the world. Secondly, I never did, nor do 
I defire Popularity. For I'weli know them both, and what 
their natnral tendencies ave. Though many things of high, 
if not of higheft comcernment 10 1his Naticy , have come_ 
 #horow my hands, as is known to many ; yet have I jeldom or 
never appeared in them.  Verily, I hawe had as miny oppore. 
tuniries and udvvuntages ceff.wpon me for my particular ad- 
vancement , as moſt men; and many hwve judged me of us 
anſwirabie parts. If stree, | had once, and but once (in all 
theſe Troubles) thoughts of enjoying my ſelf quietly in prace 
. endreft , without any wore witd ling or looking won the pre- 
ſent hate and courſe of thinys 4 and ſo of buildsng wnto my 
 Telf aneft here zndin that end, did my heart and hand ex- 
 ceeaperhaps its ne boys: But God met wer, and fell wpon 
 "mewith blowe upon blowe. I ever did.;ant db bill defore a 
Privare life above aff, and have again taHlexvinred it Hem 
* na very mean ronahtion comparatively : but Tiuſt not be 
0m own carver, I have, 1 dv, and that upon the dueft, meſf 
_ ſerious, ant moſt deliberate advices, thoughts, and conſatts- 
 tibns in and with wy ſulf. judge and determine; nelther yo- 
' "erty ner riches t6 be the beſt, the (weſt and ſafeſt condition: 


there- 
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beginning of theſe times, tobe a very pee, upright, incenu- 


» one entire union #n it ſelf, looking onely one way, to look a« 


* CI | Bo ae 
PF IF7od of , 
, - FOO - 'Y T0 v 
+ s Als > - : 
» 4 Ro he MA p< OT UERS 
_ & TS, 43: ID 

, b x 
D . 


2 ERS 
++ %* 380 
ROI 


therefore the moſt deſirable, T be Lord. who knows my heavs 
knows it was unfeigned love to the Nation, its commen good, * 
Fommon weal, or weal common, "wot 10 my private or puntien=. © 
lar ſelf, hath drawn me forth in and unto all. my publite att» © 
ings, Had I ſought advamages to and for my ſelf, I cmld © 
not have miſſed them : . but, in ſtead therwef, 1 bave ſpent my 
ſelf, my time, and eftate, without any [atisfattion. What 1 
was at firſt, I am the ſame ſtill. There ſeemed 16 me, in the .. 


0148, innocent conjunttion of hearts and ſpirits for a real com- 
men good, for Liberty and Freedom in truth, for Refarmation 
in all things according to the Rule of Truth, real , and not 
werbab, formal, or notional oncly ; and this indeed was the 
end of all owr Covenants and Bepqpmonas 5; which ſhall 57 
be bronght to paſs and accompliſhed , which ſhall yet ſtand for 
and againſt : And this continued , nniil the corrupt, pri- 
wvate, and particular imereſts of ſome in Authority , (with © 
the Clergie, and by their inſtiqations) rent «nd tore in pieces; © 
making that which in a true, rational, grammatical ſence is 


many ſeveral ways 4s their ſeveral intereſts &> fooliſh fancies | 
led them to imagine , even as they do the Sgriptures., and alf | 

ehings elfe ; Jap a 39 2gt F "249 I Dare fab} 1 
being in and by divitings and divifions. Turf} deal plaim- | 
ly with the Attors and Officers of and inthis Staie,as 1 have 
formerly with thoſe in the late King's time + Tour attings, 
your ways, aud workings, are not ſtable 18, nor agreeable > | 
with Principles of hanonr-and hone#ty,peace and ſafety,cithtr * 
in reference to your ſelves, or the Eommonmwealth, but diredt- 
ly deſtrufive to both. Have you brought Salvation , Li- 
berty , and Freedoms to your ſelves ? Knew, you cannot enjoy 
theſe withowt thew ; your All lies wrapped up in them. _ 
though not theirs 4n you, Look to it, Tintreat you, Should 5 |, 
| :  (av-* 
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